Comparing Fractions
Grade 3, Fractions
3/25/10
Lesson Objectives

Students will be able to:

· Identify fractions with denominators of 2, 3, and 4
· Order fractions with denominators of 2, 3, and 4 from least to greatest

· Compare fractions with denominators of 2, 3, and 4

Language Objectives

Students will be able to:

· Use the following words to compare fractions:
· Greater than

· Less than

· Equal to

Materials

· Objectives board

· Fraction cards (1 set for each pair)
· Fraction comparison chart (1 per pair)

· Directions to fraction game
Warm Up 

1. Draw 3 different fractional pictures on the board (½, 1/4, 2/3).
This week, we’ve been working on fractions.  Let’s practice with these three pictures.  

2. Ask students to label the fractions.
Now today, we’re going to learn how to compare fractions.  I’m going to ask you to put them in order from least to greatest.  Can someone tell me which fraction is the least/smallest (prompt: which one has the least shaded)?  Which one would come next?  Which one is the greatest/largest fraction (prompt: which one has the most shaded)? 
3. Order fractions with students.

4. Introduce equal fractions.

I’m going to draw another fraction (2/4) and with a person near you, talk about what fraction you think this is equal to (prompt: which one has the same amount shaded)
5. Order all the fractions.

Procedures

1. Post and read objectives aloud with students.  
2. Hand out fraction cards and worksheet to each pair.  Ask every pair to point to the card that shows ¼ (1 out of 4 shaded).  Show them how to label this fraction.  

3. Ask students to point to the card that shows 2/3 (2 out of 3 shaded).  Ask pairs to label this fraction.  Now have students label all the fractions.
Once you have finished labeling them, you may cut them out and put them in order from least to greatest.  Some of them might be equal and that’s okay.
4. Students should complete the rest of the activity sheet.  When they are done, they can play a game of fractions war described on the bottom of their sheet.

5. Bring the group back to a whole-class discussion.  
a. Remind the class of the rules for sharing: be respectful listeners by being quiet and giving the speaker a chance to speak, if you have a disagreement or a question raise your hand and phrase it in a positive way, and follow the speaker with your eyes. 
b. Review the answers to the activity. For the drawing questions, ask students to share their drawings on the board. Discuss how fractions can be represented with different shapes.  What matters is how many parts are shaded and how many parts there are altogether.  
c. Ask other students to restate their ideas, or ask questions.
Closure

· Tell me a fraction that is greater than 1/4.
· Tell me a fraction that is equal to ½.
· Tell me a fraction that is less than 3/3.
Assessments

· Observations

· Activity sheet
· Class discussion

